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SUBJECT: BHUTTO IN LAHORE AFTER US VISIT 

BEGIN SUMMARY: BHUTTO S FIRST VISIT TO LAHORE AFTER RETURN FROM 
US WAS CAREFULLY PLANNED TRIUMPH FOR RETURNING HERO. HE APPEARS 
AS RESULT OF US TRIP TO HAVE ENHANCED HIS POPULARITY IN LAHORE. 
WHILE FANFARE OF BHUTTO S ARRIVAL UNDERSCORED IMPORTANCE 
GOVT GIVES TO HIS US TRIP, LOCAL POPULACE IS RECEPTIVE TO 
IDEA OF CLOSER TIES WITH US AT LEAST IN PART BECAUSE OF RECENT 
HIGHLY VISIBLE US FLOOD RELIEF EFFORTS. BHUTTO SPENT REMAINDER 
OF 3-DAY LAHORE VISIT IN WORKING SESSIONS WITH TOP LEADER- 
SHIP FROM CENTER AND PROVINCES ON LAW AND ORDER SITUATION. 

FLOOD RELIEF EFFORTS, AND COUNTRY- WIDE ECONOMIC PICTURE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. BHUTTO'S FIRST VISIT TO LAHORE (BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 29 AND 
OCTOBER 1) AFTER HIS RETURN FROM U.S. WAS IN NATURE OF TRIUMPH, 

WITH MASSIVE CROWDS AT AIRPORT, ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HIS ARRIVAL SPEECH, GARLANDS AND FLOWERS AND COLORFUL CEREMONIAL 
ARCHES ALONG CAVALCADE ROUTE TO GOVERNOR S RESIDENCE. ENTIRE 
SHOW WAS WELL-DONE ALL-OUT EFFORT TO GREET RETURNING HERO. 
BHUTTO HAS NOT APPEARED SO POPULAR IN LAHORE SINCE HIS 
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TRANSITS THROUGH THIS CITY ENROUTE TO AND RETURNING FROM SIMLA 
LAST SUMMER. 

2. PREPARATIONS FOR VISIT WERE INTENSIVE. PUNJAB GOVT AND 

LOCAL PPP LEADERS AND WORKERS FROM GOVERNOR DOWN DEVOTED GREAT 
EFFORT TO ENSURING ROUSING WELCOME. CROWDS OF SUPPORTERS WERE 
BUSSED AND TRUCKED IN FROM OUTLYING REGIONS OF PROVINCE AS 
FAR AWAY AS SARGHODA AND PARTY WORKED HARD IN LAHORE WITH 
FULL COOPERATION OF POLICE TO MASS NUMBERS AT AIRPORT AND ALONG 
ROUTE INTO GOVERNOR'S HOUSE. ATMOSPHERE WAS HOLIDAY-LIKE 
AND DESPITE INTENSE 98 DEGREE HEAT CROWDS REMAINED CHEERFUL 
AND ENTHUSIASTIC THROUGHOUT. 

3. AT AIRPORT, BHUTTO HELD FORTH FOR FORTY MINUTES (WITHOUT 
SUN-SHADE) DURING WHICH HE DECLARED RETURN OF OCCUPIED AREAS 
AND RELEASE OF POW'S WAS NOT HIS OWN VICTORY BUT THAT OF PEOPLE 
THEMSELVES WHO SUPPORTED HIS REGIME. HE REMINDED CROWD 

IT WAS AT LAHORE AIRPORT WHILE ENROUTE TO SIMLA THAT HE HAD PLEDGED 
TO PEOPLE THAT NATIONAL INTERESTS WOULD NOT BE COMPROMISED. 
TERRITORIES LOST TO INDIA HAVE NOW BEEN REGAINED AND PRISONERS 
ARE ON THEIR WAY HOME - NOT A BAD ACHIEVEMENT WHEN ONE CON- 
SIDERS THAT IN MIDDLE EAST. AFTER SEVEN YEARS, ARABS ARE STILL 
TRYING TO FORCE ISRAEL TO VACATE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

BANGLADESH RECOGNITION SHOULD BE LEFT TO HIM SINCE HE WILL 
NEVER ACT AGAINST INTERESTS OF PEOPLE WHO ARE SOURCE OF HIS 
STRENGTH. HAD HE NOT BEEN ACTING IN NATIONAL INTERESTS, 

INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SWARAN SINGH WOULD NOT HAVE CRITICIZED 
HIS SPEECH AT UN. HE, BHUTTO, WILL NOT PLEASE FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS US, SOVIET UNION AND CHINA FOR FUN OF IT, BUT 
ONLY TO EXTENT IT SUITS INTERESTS OF PAKISTAN. MEANWHILE, HE 
IS OPTIMISTIC OVERCOUNTRY'S ABILITY TO RECOVER FROM TERRIBLE 
LOSSES SUSTAINED FROM FLOODS. ALL ENERGIES OF COUNTRY WILL 
BE DIRECTED TOWARD REBUILDING SHATTERED ECONOMY. HE PERSONALLY, 
GOVERNOR KHAR, AND COUNTRY'S SENIOR MINISTERS HAD VISITED 
THROUGHOUT FLOODED AREAS TO HELP SUFFERING PEOPLE. REGRETFULLY, 
OPPOSITION HAD DEVOTED ITSELF TO CRITICISM OF REGIME, RATHER 
THAN TO ASSISTANCE WHICH FLOOD-AFFECTED PEOPLE NEEDED. 
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4. DURING REMAINDER OF SATURDAY, AND ON SUNDAY AND MONDAY, 

BHUTTO HELD SERIES OF MEETINGS WITH SENIOR LEADERS FROM 
CENTER AND ALL FOUR PROVINCES ON QUESTIONS OF LAW AND ORDER, 
COUNTRY'S OVER-ALL ECONOMIC SITUATION, AND PROGRESS OF FLOOD 
RELIEF MEASURES. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE LAW AND ORDER SESSION 
WAS ATTENDED BY AMONG OTHERS CENTRAL INTERIOR MINISTER 
QAYYUM, GENERAL TIKKA KHAN AND IG'S OF POLICE FROM EACH 
PROVINCE. SUNDAY MEETING ON FLOOD RELIEF DISCUSSED PROGRESS 
ON REHABILITATION OF FLOOD VICTIMS, PRODUCTION TARGETS ON 
ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES, AND WAYS IN WHICH COMING RABI’ CROP 
CAN BE MAXIMIZED. PRESS REPORTED THAT ECONOMIC SESSIONS ON 
OCTOBER 1 REVIEWED PROGRESS OF MAJOR INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS IN 
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STEEL, FERTILIZER, OIL AND GAS, CEMENT, SUGAR. 

5. WE HAVE NO FIRM CORROBORATION BUT KNOWLEDGEABLE LOCAL SOURCES 
CLAIM PRIME MINISTER UTILIZED LAHORE VISIT FOR SERIOUS DIS- 
CUSSION WITH KHAR AND TOP PUNJAB PPP LEADERSHIP OF RECENT MOVES 

BY PROVINCIAL PART HIGH COMMAND TO REPLACE PARTY OFFICE BEARERS 
AT ALL LEVELS THROUGHOUT PROVINCE AS PART OF REORGANIZATION 
EFFORTS LOOKING TO NEW PARTY ELECTIONS WITHIN FEW MONTHS. 
REORGANIZATION MOVES HAVE HAD EFFECT ON PARTY MEMBERSHIP 
SOMEWHAT LIKE HOT WATER THROWN IN BEEHIVE, SO PRIME MINISTER'S 
TALENTS FOR PACIFICATION AND COMPROMISE WERE NEEDED. LOCAL 
SPECULATION ALSO HAS IT THAT BHUTTO IS TAKING PERSONAL 
INTEREST IN FORTHCOMING BY-ELECTION IN GUJRAT FOR NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY SEAT VACATED BY NEW PRESIDENT FAZAL ALAHI; INDI- 
CATIONS ARE THAT CONTEST BETWEEN PPP AND UDF CANDIDATES WILL 
BE TOUGH AND CLOSE. 

6. IT WAS WIDELY ASSUMED HERE BEFORE BHUTTO ARRIVED THAT HE 
WOULD UTILIZE OCCASION TO VISIT WAGAH BORDER POST 18 MILES 

TO EAST TO EXTEND PERSONAL GREETINGS TO SECOND BATCH OF PAKISTANI 
POW'S ARRIVING FROM INDIA; ONE RUMOR MAKING ROUNDS WAS 
THAT HE MIGHT MEET THERE WITH INDIAN PRIME MINISTER INDIRA 
GANDHI WHO WAS REPORTED TO BE IN AMRITSAR FOR OPENING OF NEW 
TV STATION. IT WAS ALSO THOUGHT THAT HE MIGHT VISIT SOME OF 
THE CAMPS SET UP IN LAHORE FOR OUTGOING BENGALEES AND ARRIVING 
BIHARIS AND POW'S. IN THE EVENT, BHUTTO DID NOT STIR FROM 
GOVERNOR S HOUSE AFTER HIS TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO PUNJAB CAPITAL. 
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7. COMMENT: EFFORT PUT INTO BHUTTO'S ARRIVAL IN LAHORE 
SUPPORTS THESIS THAT GOVT WISHES TO PORTRAY HIS VISIT TO US 
AS MAJOR DIPLOMATIC AND POLITICAL ACCOMPLISHMENT. IDEA OF 
BEING MORE FRIENDLY WITH US IS A POPULAR CONCEPT IN LAHORE 
THESE DAYS. LOCAL POPULATION HAS HAD MANY WEEKS OF DAILY 
EXPOSURE TO US FLOOD RELIEF EFFORTS IN FORM OF NUMEROUS CARGO 
PLANE ARRIVALS, CONSTANT SHUTTLING OF CROP SPRAYING HELICOPTERS, 
AND (FOR ONCE) AN ATTENTIVE AND APPRECIATIVE LOCAL PRESS. 

HOWEVER, OTHER SIDE OF COIN IS THAT LOCAL EXPECTATIONS OF 

MORE FORTHCOMING US SUPPORT FOR PAKISTAN'S SECURITY HAVE 
GROWN APACE WITH BHUTTO US VISIT. 

KING 
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